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tmned by him in present and unvarying contempla-
tion, continuing always to appear just the same as
at the firwfe moment of its existence. Well may it
then humble us in the sight of that Being, " who is
t>f purer eyes than to behold iniquity," to remem-
ber, that, unless through true repentance and lively
faith we have obtained an interest in the satisfaction
of Christ, wo appear before him at this moment
clothed with the sins of our whole lives, in all their
original depth of colouring, and with all the aggra-
%*&tions which we no longer particularly remember;
but which, in general, we perhaps may recollect to
have once filled us with shame and confusion of face.
The writer is the rather desirous of enforcing this
reflection, because he can truly declare that he has
found no consideration so efficacious in producing in
his own mind the deepest self-abasement.
In treating of the sources of the erroneous esti-
mates which we form of our religious and moral
^character, it may not perhaps be without its uses to
take this occasion of pointing out some other com-
mon springs of self-deception.   Many persons, as
wa« formerly hinted, are misled by the favourable
opinions entertained of them by others: many also, it
u to be feared, mistake a hot zeal for orthodoxy, for
a cordial acceptance of the great truths of the Gospel:
and almost all of us, at one time or other, are more or
It*as misled, by confounding the suggestions of the
uncltmtanding with the impulses of the will; the as-
«t*nt which our judgment gives to religious and moral
truths; with a hearty belief and approbation of them.
There is another frequent source of self-deception,
which is productive of so much mischief in life, that,
though it may appear to lead to some de- 0
grins of repetition, it would be highly im- ^ "
proper to omit the mention of it in this

